

8TH GRADE
Planning your 


classes for next year







YOU’RE ALMOST THERE!


You have done a great job this year - 
think about how far you have come 


since you began 7th grade.


We only have about 12 more weeks of 
school before summer break and then 


you’ll be an 8th grader!







PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT


Tuesday, March 5
6:30 PM


MPR







AREAS OF FOCUS IN 8th grade


•Working independently


• Improving study skills
– Organization
– Quality of work
– Meeting deadlines


•Solving problems


•Increased academic expectations


•Self-advocacy







COURSE 
REQUEST 


SHEET







COURSE 
REQUEST 


SHEET
(back)







REQUIRED CLASSES


PE is a year-long class but when you see it in the portal and on your 
schedule next year, it will be in 2 parts: Fall and Spring







 MATH 


7th Grade 8th Grade


Common Core Math 2 Common Core Math 3


Common Core Math 2/3 Integrated Math 1


Grades will be checked at the end of the year to make sure you are 
moving on to the level you indicated. Talk to your math teacher if you 
are unsure.







SELECT A 6- OR 7- PERIOD DAY
If you choose a 
6-period day, you will 
have a free first 
period. Make sure to 
check one of the 
boxes and have your 
parent or guardian 
sign.







ELECTIVES 
(PRIORITIZE #1-6)


• Notice that some electives 
are year-long and others are 
for only a semester. 


• Choose carefully – we build 
the schedule based on your 
requests! 


• We’ll do our best to get you 
into your top choices, but 
you might get your 5th or 6th 
choice.







ELECTIVES:
World Language (Spanish)


• Check in with your current World 
Language teacher if you have any 
doubts whether you will be moving on 
to the next level (you need a C or better 
to move up).


• Anyone can start Spanish 1 next year!


• If you are a heritage speaker and would 
like to start Spanish in 8th grade, 
please come see me and I’ll set you up 
with a placement test.


• In 9th grade you will have the option of 
taking French, Chinese, or Japanese at 
another school







ELECTIVES:
Music


• If you are not already in Band or 
Orchestra, you will need to talk to the 
teacher before joining


• No experience necessary for Concert 
Choir or Mariachi


• Mariachi class will be held at Harper 
and you will be responsible for travel 


• The “P” next to the music course 
name means it’s a college prep 
class--you will hear more about that 
next year!







ELECTIVES: 
Other
Read course catalog for 
descriptions of each course, 
and talk to elective teachers to 
find out more.


Note: When you sign up for 
courses in StudentConnect, 
Ceramics is called 
“Art/Ceramics”







The electives on the following 
slides are:


• Project Based
• Hands on Learning
• Little or no homework
• Practical application of academic skills


More about electives!







YEARBOOK
◦ Year long class
◦ Take photos
◦ Create layout for pages of the 


yearbook


LEADERSHIP
◦ One semester
◦ Run rallies that promote school 


spirit
◦ Assist with special activity 


lunches
◦ Coordinate spirit days and help 


demonstrate PRIDE 







Intro to Computers


● Computer Programming 
○ Block Based
○ HTML
○ Python


● Basics of App
● Adobe Suite 


○ Photoshop
○ Premiere Pro
○ Dreamweaver
○ Animation







COMPUTER PROGRAMMING WITH 
ROBOTICS


• INTRODUCTORY COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMING WITH PYTHON


• VEX IQ
• BASIC PROGRAMMING CONCEPTS USEFUL 


WITH ANY LANGUAGE
• LOGIC AND ANALYTICAL THINKING







FOODS & NUTRITION


• COOKING SKILLS FOR LIFE
• KITCHEN TOOLS AND 


SAFETY
• PRACTICAL NUTRITION
• BAKING 
• SEASONAL RECIPES







ART/CERAMICS
Semester Long


LEARN ART CONCEPTS 
THROUGH THE PROCESSES 
OF BOTH FINE ARTS AND 
CERAMIC PROJECTS


ELEMENTS OF DESIGN, 
DRAWING, PAINTING AND 
SCULPTURE







Arts and Crafts
• Arts and Crafts


• One semester
• Exposure to multiple art mediums
• Drawing
• Painting







 







OTHER ELECTIVES


● Study Skills – if you have an IEP and 
are in study skills class this year


● Teaching Assistant (TA) - please 
check this box if you are willing to 
be a TA and we’ll try to make it work 
with your schedule







SAMPLE SCHEDULES 
with ELECTIVE OPTIONS:


7-period day with 2 year-long 
electives:


-English 8


-US History 8


-Science 8


-Math


-PE 8


-Spanish 1 (year)


-Band (year)


7-period day with 1 year-long and 2 
semester-long electives:


-English 8


-US History 8


-Science 8


-Math


-PE 8


-Yearbook (Year)


-Foods (semester)


-Art/Ceramics (semester)


Semester + Semester = 1 year


EXAMPLE A EXAMPLE B







STEPS TO COMPLETE YOUR 
COURSE REQUEST FORM:


• READ the course catalog for 
descriptions


• TALK to your Math and World Language 
teachers about your placement before 
filling out the form (if necessary). We will 
verify all grades at the end of the year and 
if you did not meet the grade prerequisite, 
your schedule request will be changed (i.e. 
if you get a D in Spanish 1, I will change your 
request to repeat Spanish 1 instead of 
moving on to Spanish 2)







STEPS TO COMPLETE YOUR 
COURSE REQUEST FORM 
(CONT’D)
• SELECT AND RANK SIX ELECTIVE COURSES from the 


categories of World Language, Music, and Other 
Electives on the right side of the form. Prioritize your 
choices by numbering them 1-6.


• ONLINE COURSE SELECTION:  Enter your course 
selections online through StudentConnect between 
Monday, February 26th at 4pm until Thursday, 
March 14th  at midnight. Instructions are on the 
back of the form.







Keep in mind:
• Enter only your FIRST CHOICES for your 


electives, not your alternates. If your first 
choices do not work with your schedule we will 
look at the alternates you picked on your 
course request sheet


• After you have filled out your form, you and 
your parent/guardian must sign the back 







STEPS TO ENTERING YOUR COURSE 
REQUESTS IN STUDENT CONNECT







THIS IS WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE WHEN YOU 
LOG ON TO STUDENT CONNECT:


Your Name
Your Name


Your Name


SELECT THE  8th GRADE LINE, scroll down past the long message from the district, 
and then click “ADD REQUESTS”







STUDENT CONNECT


• When you log on to Student Connect, you will see that we’ve 
already entered the above 5 courses for you. 


• Enter your Math class and your equivalent of two years of 
electives (or one year if you are requesting a 6-period day).


• When you have entered all of your courses, you will have a total 
of 70 credits (for a 7-period day) or 60 credits (for a 6-period 
day).







PICK YOUR CLASSES 
FROM THE LIST OF 
COURSES 
AVAILABLE, SCROLL 
DOWN FOR ALL 
OPTIONS


CLICK “ADD 
SELECTED COURSE” 
FOR EACH COURSE


WHEN YOU’RE DONE 
THE TOTAL CREDITS 
REQUESTED WILL BE 
70.00 OR 60.00


STUDENT CONNECT







1. Fill out the Course Request Sheet
2. Enter courses in StudentConnect by 


Thursday March 14th (by midnight)
3. Return your signed Course Request 


Sheets to your English teacher by 
Friday March 15th


4. Do your best work and enjoy the rest 
of 7th grade! 


Finishing up:






